MY LADY OPEXS HER MOUTH
risk, but we must take it. You saw where Bugle
stopped it—bung in the middle of the road. If the
chauffeur arrives, he won't be able to pass, and ten
to one he'll start in sounding his horn. He'll know
who the car belongs to, and his idea will be to summon
Bugle and make him put it out of the way. Til let
down the drawbridge and, John, you must bring her
in. Keep as far from the edge as you can. Andrew
will watch from one of the gatehouse towers/'
" If I were you," said Olivia, " I should leave the
drawbridge down and let my uncle's chauffeur come in.
I mean, you must deal with him somehow : and if you
can avoid violence—I don't care, you know, but I
think it would be as well/'
"I entirely agree/' said Hubert, "but short of
producing his master, what can we do ? "
" Conceal your presence/' said Olivia. " And that
of Harris, as well. Put both your cars in the coach-
house and shut the doors. And keep out of sight.
When he drives in, Til appear and say that my uncle
has gone and that he is to meet him at the cross roads
this evening at six o'clock. His seeing me won't
matter, as my uncle knows that I'm here."
For the first time that morning I remembered the
unfortunate truth, and the sudden recollection shocked
me into a groan.
" I'll never forgive myself for forgetting your hat
and gloves."
" He speaks for us all," said Palin.
" I forgot them myself/' said Olivia. " I never gave
them a thought. It's a pity, of course, because it
means war to the knife. If they hadn't known I was
here, my uncles would have sat still. As long as you
didn't know the secret, it was very unlikely that you
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